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TRUCK-CROP INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 


i 


F, H. Chittenden, Entomologist in Charge 

J. E. Graf, entomologist in charge, field control, Mexican bean 
beetle, has ju:t returned to Birmingham, Ala., after a somewhat ex- 
tended trip in New Mexico and Colorado. Much of the time was spent 
in the Estancia Valley in the vicinity of Mountain Air, N. Mex., 
where interesting observations on the hibernation of the Mexican 
bean beetle in its western habitat were made. Hibernating indivi- 
duals were found several miles from any previous bean plantings 
and high in the hills in partially wooded sections of the valley. 
It is thus apparent that the hibernation in woodlands is character- 
istic of the beetle, the same tendency having been shown in Alabama. 
The observations made futher tend to explain the close adherence of 
the beetle to the Rocky Mountain foothills and its failure to extend 
eastward as has the Colorado potato beetle through plantings of beans 
on the plains. Evidently a certain amount of woodland is necessary 
to provide suitable hibernation quarters and the beetles have failed 
to hibernate successfully when extending their range eastward, being 
thus conrined to regions where favorable quarters were reached. In 
the East, which is comparatively heavily wooded, no limitation of 
this nature will prevail and the beetle will probably be able to ex- 
tend its range over the entire territory east of the Mississippi 
River. 


E. G. Snyth, formerly chief entomologist of Porto Rico, and con- 
nected with this Bureau as entomological assistant from 1908 to 1913, 
as extension entomologist from 1917 to 1918, and as collaborator dur- 
ing 1921, has been appointed as special tield agent to undertake a trip 
to southern Mexico with the hope of discovering parasites of the Mexican 
bean beetle suitable for importation into the United States. Mr. Smyth 
will proceed by way of Birmingham, where he will stop over for consulta- 
tion with Bureau employees, and thence to Mexico by rail, where six 
months will be spent in investigations of the Mexican bean beetle and 
related tvpes with particular reference to parasites and factors af- 
fecting the economic importance of this pest in its native habitat. 


N. F. Howard, specialist in charge, research, Mexican bean beetle 
investigations, Birmingham, Ala., reports that beetles deposited eggs in 
hibernation cages at Birmingham, Ala., and Thomasville, Ga., on March 14. 
The beetles emerged from the hibernation cages at these places on April 17 
in considerable numbers. 


W. M. Mingee, field assistant in insect control, employed by this 
branch since 1919 and stationed-at Ocean Springs, Miss., has resigned to 
engage in private business. 
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STORED-PRODUCT INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 


7 


E. A. Back, Entomologist in Charge 


Meurice E. Phillips, who graduated from the University of West 
Virginia in June, 1920, and was recentiy granted his M. S. degree from 
Cornell, was appointed junior entomologist effective April 17. After 
some days in Washington, Mr. Phillivs left for California, where he will 
undertake an investigation of dried fruits and vegetables, with head- 
quarters at Fresno. 


In the April mumber of the California Monthly Bulletin there ap- 
pears an article on "Field Control of Common Bean Weevils" by 4. O. Larson. 
At the request of the California Bean Growers' Association, Mr. Larson has 
prepared several short articles for publication in their trade journal. 


Richard T. Cotton has recently returned from a trip of investiga- 
tion including New Orleans, La., and Chattanooga, Tenn. 


The National Provisioner has accented for publication a short article 
on the ham skipper, Piovhila gasei, by Perez Simmons. The article contains 
new data on the biology of this speciss. 


Two publications from this office eppearing during April are Depart- 
ment Bulletin 1051, "Red Cedar Chests as Protectors Against Moth Damage," 
and Farmers' Bulletin 1250, "Stored-Grain Pests." 


Dr. Back and Mr. Cotton went to Baltimore on April 25 to investigate 
an unusuél outbreak of Tenebroides mauritanicus. 


CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
W. R. Walton, Entomologist in Charge 


W. R. Walton has returned from a trip to Nortn Dakota and Montana, 
which was made in comection with the grasshopper investigations. While 
in North Dakota, Mr. Walton attended a conference of Canadian and American 
entomologists, held April 12 and 13 at Minot, where a full discussion of 
the international phases of the investigations of the pale western cutworm, 
grasshopper problems, and the western wheat-stem sawlly was had. Asa 
result of this conference, it was decided to conduct a series of experi- 
ments, both in Canada ani the Tnited States, on a cniforn basis, so as to 
render the results easily comparable. It was also decided to construct an 
international map, including in this several of the northwestern States in 

) the United States as well as those Canadian provinces which are most serious- 
ly involved in grasshopper outbreaks. The purpose of the map is to record 
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and visualize grasshopper conditions in a large, regional way and to form 
a@ basis for annual record of such conditions from year to year. Those 
attending the conference were: Norman Criddle ana A. V. Mitchener of 
Manitoba, H. L. Seamans of Alberta; A. L. Strand, representing Montana; 
Prof. A. G. Ruggles, revresenting Minnesota; Prof. R. L. Tebster of North 
Dakota; and W. R. Walton, Stewart Lockwood, Aifred Eastgate, and C. N. 
Ainslie, of the Bureau of Entomology. It was decided te attempt to hold 
& similar conference in Winnipeg about the same time next year, as the 
results of the conference were considered to be of the utmost value. 





FRUIT INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
A. L. Queintance, Entomologist in Charge 


H. A. Jaynes, @ graduate of the Connecticut Agricultural College, 
has been appointed junior entomologist and assigned to duty at Riverton, 
N. J., in commection with the Japanese beetle project. 


J. A. Harris, a graduate of the Mississippi Agricultural College, 
has been appointed field assistant and assigned to duty at Fort Valley, 
Ga., in connection with investigations of the plum cureulio and other 
peach insects. 


Boh: Link, formerly employed in the Bureau of Entomology, has been 
appointed field assistant and assigned to duty in connection with citrus 
fruit insect investigations at Orlando, Fla. 


———— 
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